
The Delaware Invasive Plants law will become effective on July 1, 2022. The law prohibits the propagation, 
sale and planting of 37 known plant species invasive in Delaware. These species reduce biodiversity and 
limit our ecosystems’ ability to provide clean water, wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, and more. 
Of the 37 plants named in the law, thirteen might still be requested by customers. This packet of marketing 
materials, provided by the Delaware Native Species Commission with funding from DNREC, are intended to 
help inform consumers about the law and suggest alternative plants to purchase. In the packet you will find:

1. Official announcement: 
This single color, 8 1/2 x 11” sheet can be hung near the checkout area 
or information center of your retail establishment to announce and 
explain the law and list the prohibited plants.  We selected 10 common 
plants customers might request and three water garden species, to 
cover retail outlets carrying water garden plants. The other 24 prohib-
ited plants are not available in the trade, so they are not mentioned.  (5 
copies included)

2.  Poster 
This color poster is designed to be displayed near checkout, an infor-
mation center and/or by various plant displays. It has a brief explana-
tion of the law but focuses on alternative suggestions to replace the 
plants no longer available. The icons clearly identify the harmful plants 
and the plants that are good for Delaware landscapes. The alternatives 
featured are all North American natives, since these materials are pro-
duced by the Delaware Native Species Commission, whose mission is 
to promote the importance of native biodiversity. Non-native plants 
that are not invasive are, of course, also worthy substitutions. When 
creeping jenny is used in containers, you may want to consider sug-
gesting lemon coral stonecrop (Sedum mexicanum ‘Lemon Coral’) or 
carpet sedum (Sedum lineare) as comparable small-leaved, yellowish 
plants. (5 copies included)

3. Counter Cards 
 The color counter cards are 2-sided and intended to be used in 
conjunction with the posters. They include the same icons and plant 
alternatives. Counter cards can be distributed to interested customers 
as take-away literature. They are intended to encourage sales of bene-
ficial alternatives at the time of the visit, and hopefully, in the future as 
well. (250 - 500 copies included)

If you wish to receive additional copies of these marketing materials, 
please contact Sue Barton (sbarton@udel.edu).
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Shrubs
Common privet (Ligustrum vulgare)  

Bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica)

Inkberry holly (Ilex glabra) 

Summersweet (Clethra alnifolia) 

Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii)  

Fragrant sumac (Rhus aromatica) 

Eastern ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Diablo’) 

Fothergilla (Fothergilla gardenia)

Winged euonymus (Euonymus alatus)  

Virginia sweetspire (Itea virginica)

Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) 

Red chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia ‘Brilliantissima’) 

Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis)  

Trumpet honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) 

American wisteria (Wisteria frutescens) 

Trumpet vine  (Campsis radicans) 

Vine

This law is intended to remove known invasive  
plants from commerce. These plants threaten  
natural ecosystems, reduce biodiversity and limit the 
services our natural lands provide us for clean water, 
wildlife, recreation and more.
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 DELAWARE ILLEGAL INVASIVE 
As of July 2022, a new law will make 

several well-known plants species illegal 
to purchase due to their invasive nature. 

To replace the plants no longer sold, we 
have created a list of alternatives to these 

invasive species.

GROW WITH DELAWARE 
Plant one of these native or 

noninvasive alternatives!

Common Periwinkle (Vinca minor)  

Creeping phlox (Phlox subulata)

Green and gold (Chrysogonum virginianum)

Geranium (Geranium maculatum) 

English ivy (Hedera helix)  

Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)

Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoides)

Wild ginger (Asarum canadense) 

Creeping jenny (Lysimachia nummularia)  

Barren strawberry  (Waldsteinia  fragarioides) 

Three-leaved stonecrop  (Sedum ternatum) 

Hairy alum root  (Heuchera villosa ‘Autumn Bride’)

Japanese pachysandra (Pachysandra terminalis)  

Allegheny pachysandra (Pachysandra procumbens)

Golden groundsel (Packera aurea) 

Broadleaf sedge  (Carex platyphylla) 

Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis)  

Trumpet honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) 

American wisteria (Wisteria frutescens) 

Trumpet Vine (Campsis radicans) 

Groundcover

VineTrees
Norway maple (Acer platanoides)  

Red maple (Acer rubrum)

Scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea)

American linden (Tilia americana)

Callery pear (Pyrus calleryana)  

Carolina silverbell (Halesia tetraptera) 

Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis) 

Washington hawthorn (Crataegus viridis ‘Winter King’)

Shrubs
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Bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica)

Inkberry holly (Ilex glabra) 

Summersweet (Clethra alnifolia) 

Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii)  

Fragrant sumac (Rhus aromatica) 

Eastern ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Diablo’) 

Fothergilla (Fothergilla gardenia)
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Virginia sweetspire (Itea virginica)

Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) 
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Invasive Plant

The Law
 

The Delaware Invasive Plants Law, in effect July 1st, 2022, is being enacted to prohibit 
invasive plant species at their point of sale or delivery into the state. An invasive 
plant, as defined by the law, has the potential to result in widespread dispersal and 
establishment, out-compete other species in the same area, exhibit rapid growth or 
high seed or propagule productions, or become established in natural areas in the 
state. No person may import, export, buy, sell, transport, distribute, or propogate any 
viable portion, including seeds, of listed species. 

Prohibited Species Include (but are not limited to):

Trees
1. Norway maple (Acer platanoides) 
2. Callery pear (Pyrus calleryana) 
 

Shrubs
3. Common privet (Ligustrum vulgare) 
4. Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii) 
5. Winged euonymus (Euonymus alatus) 
 

Vine
6. Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis)  
 

Groundcovers
7. Periwinkle (Vinca minor) 
8. English ivy (Hedera helix) 
9. Creeping jenny (Lysimachia nummularia) 
10. Japanese pachysandra (Pachysandra terminalis) 
 

Water Plants
11. Floating Primrose Willow (Ludwigia peploides var. galbrescens)
12. Water hyacinth (Piaropus crassipes)
13. Parrot-feather (Myriopyllum aquaticum)

The Penalty
 

Should any person violate this chapter, they are subject to a civil penalty of $50 to 
$500 dollars for each proven occurrence. Said person will receive a written notice of 
the violation. All fines are payable to the Delaware Department of Agriculture. 
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